
 Owl class Autumn 2019 
 

The children seem to be settling in well even though we have been back at school for only a 
short time. We have already made a good start on the work and although there is a long 

way to go, I know that they will all try their best and get as much as they can from the term 
ahead. Here is a brief description of what will be covered in the next couple of months. 
 
An overview 
This term, Owl class will be studying WWII – and this will link into all subjects (whenever possible) as part of a topic-
based curriculum: 
 
English  
We shall be looking at classic fiction, poetry and drama by established authors, and adaptations of classics on 
film/TV– in particular Carrie’s War and The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. From this, the children will attempt their own 
narratives, using story writing tips given to them. We are about to begin work on biographies and we shall be 
studying the styles used in diaries, journals and letters.  
 
Maths 
The children will be building on last year’s achievements by continuing with number work, using mental strategies 
and pencil and paper procedures. Deciphering of written ‘real life’ problems will be tackled, with strategies to help 
solve them. Maths topics this term focus on place value up to 10 million, the four operations, fractions and position 
and direction in geometry. The children will be receiving additional support and enrichment activities according to 
their abilities. 
 
Science 
This term, the class shall be studying science under the ground (relax – I shan’t be burying them!). Rocks and fossils, 
and the causes of volcanoes and earthquakes are on the agenda.  
 
RE 
Creation stories from a variety of religions will be taught alongside the Theory of Evolution. We will be holding a 
Harvest Festival service with donated items being sent to the local homeless centre, Streets2Home in Harlow.  
 
History and Geography 
WWII is obviously the topic in History. We have planned to visit Duxford War Museum in October. Although we 
won’t be dressing up on the day, there will be later opportunities for your child to dress as they would have done in 
the 1930s and 1940s (more information to follow!). We shall also be looking at how the war affected daily life for the 
families left behind, women’s role in the war effort and how millions of people were persecuted and killed in the 
holocaust. In Geography, maps of Europe will be studied to try to locate and memorise each country’s important 
cities and how the war changed the face of Europe. 
 
DT 
We will be endeavouring to bring DT and recycling together in the ‘make do and mend’ mentality of WWII! Don’t 
throw away bits of material – we want to make rag rugs (very small ones, obviously!). Also, please keep your child’s 
holey socks for him/her to darn!! Think of all the money they’ll be saving you! 
 
PE 
Just a reminder that all children should bring in a proper school PE kit and suitable footwear for use in this lesson. 
The Daily Mile continues as usual. PE will be on Wednesdays. We will be continuing to play outside games whilst the 
weather is good. Tom would also like to invite the Year 6 children to attend ‘Mind Games’ every Monday morning. I 
realise it’s an early start (7.45), but the activities really wake the children up, gearing them up for the week ahead. 
 
I hope that this is a little helpful to you, so that when your child comes home trying to explain what he/she did at 
school, you won’t be totally in the dark!! 
If you have any worries during this coming term, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and co-operation 
Cathy Newland 


