
Chaffinch Newsletter Autumn 2019 

The relaxing freedom of the summer holiday feels a life time ago however the excitement and joys of a 
new term has replaced it.  The children have been a delight to meet, and now that they are settling 
into life in Chaffinch Class, their true personalities are beginning to appear!  They are all trying very 
hard to become more familiar with the new routines and expectations and they seem to be  coping 
well with the transition. 

  I have outlined some information below to give you an idea of the classroom routines and the topics 
that the children in Chaffinch Class will be learning this term. 

The children will continue to bring home Oxford Reading Tree books regularly but the range of books 
read in class will broaden in preparation for the SATs at the end of the year. The emphasis will shift 
from the mechanics of reading to reading comprehension.  It will be a huge advantage to your child 
if you listen to them read and discuss their books on a very regular basis.  Please complete the reading 
diary so that we can change their books when appropriate.  We try to change the books at least once a 
week and when possible twice.  Th e children are encouraged to change their ‘corridor book’ on 
Fridays but are also welcome to change these books whenever necessary but they will need to do this 
independently.  We are in the process of assessing the children’s reading levels and where appropriate 
have moved them up to new colours for corridor books.   

We will continue to use our new programme for spelling (No Nonsense Spelling) which was introduced 
last year; the children will complete a variety of different spelling activities throughout the week and 
may, on occasion, bring home spelling activities to complete. We will also be sending home a KS1 word 
list that your children will need to know by the end of the year, so any practice and help you can give 
them when learning these words would be greatly appreciated.  

In maths, we will be working hard on place value up to one hundred.  The children will be introduced 
to division and multiplication in practical activities before going on to use the appropriate signs and 
symbols.  You can help your child by using maths in practical and fun ways around the house and 
garden e.g. sharing out equally, measuring with tape measures and jugs, telling the time, playing 
with money and of course enjoying board games.  Throughout the year we will be practising our two, 
five and ten times tables and any practise and support you can provide with this will be very helpful. 
In addition to learning their number bonds up to twenty, the children are also required to have a 
quick recall of doubling and halving numbers up to twenty. 

We are using a thematic approach to learning this term, with ‘London’ being our central theme. This 
will be an all-encompassing topic which will stretch over many different subjects including history as  
we look at ‘The Great Fire of London’. Paddington Bear will feature in literacy and science as we find 
suitable clothing for him when the children  discover different materials and their uses.  We will also 
be learning about the weather and maps in geography and the children will be using the computer to 
consolidate work in English and mathematics in addition to learning new computer skills.  Most 
children enjoy music and art and there will be plenty of opportunities for these subjects too within our 
London topic.  

P.E. will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  If it is cold outside the children can wear track suits.  Please 
periodically check that plimsolls and trainers fit as the feet of young children grow very quickly! 
Children who wear ear-rings will need to have their ears covered with tape for the lesson; or not wear 
their ear-rings for the day.   

We will try to make your child’s time in Chaffinch Class happy and rewarding; however if they appear 
to be having problems or are unhappy, we are available most evenings after school for a chat, once the 
children have been dismissed.  We are looking forward to a happy, productive term with lots of 
exciting activities.  

Mrs Langley & Mrs Ferguson 


