
September 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to a new academic year! I am very excited to be teaching Blackbirds this year.  

During this term in Year 5 the learning will focus around our history topic of The Vikings. Blackbirds 
will be doing lots of cross curricular work on the subject area. We will fully immerse ourselves into our 
topic, including a class trip to The Museum of London, on Thursday 10th October. This will be a valuable 
learning experience for the children and hopefully one that they will enjoy.   

Throughout the topic we will have the opportunity to design and make Viking jewellery; understand 
why Vikings sailed long ships; look at why and where they chose to settle around Britain. 

In English, we will develop our different writing skills, using the focus text of ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ 
by Cressida Cowell. In addition to this we will be incorporating our history topic by writing information 
texts about Vikings and later on in the term the children will be creating their own Kenning poem. 
Spellings will also be worked upon within school. The children will be using various strategies to 
reinforce the year 5 words. This year I have also set a reading challenge that will run throughout the 
academic year, the children received this on Friday and I hope they have discussed it with you. 

The daily maths lesson will take place in the morning and continue to build on last year’s 
achievements. We will be focusing on one and two-step problems, using addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. There is still a focus on times tables, as not all children are completely sure 
of these and it would be extremely helpful if they could be practised at home on a regular basis. 

In Science our topics we will be learning about are ‘Earth and Space’ and ‘Forces’. This will include 
investigating other planets and the movement of the moon. The children will then be continuing with 
lots of practical sessions and investigations in order for them to see for themselves the effects of forces; 
this includes being able to design parachutes. 

IT will be based around the Year 5 coding curriculum. All children will have the opportunity to create 
a simple game of ‘Catch the Dragon’. 

Art will be linked to both the history topic and our focus text (How to Train Your Dragon). It will 
incorporate techniques such as collage, sketching, painting and even some clay modelling. 

Within RE we will be learning about different religions, comparing beliefs and different cultures.  

PE will continue with regular sessions from Tom. The class will also be introduced to Yoga this term 
after receiving a taster session last year. All pupils need a full PE kit in school at all times and a 
reminder that trainers need to be in school for the Daily Mile. 

I am looking forward to a productive and happy term – if you have any concerns or need to speak 
to me about anything, please do not hesitate to come and find me. 

 
Thank you for your support and cooperation 
 

Lisa Baker 


